Aboriginal people used the water in the lower Hunter for
thousands of years before European Settlement

JosephlLycetti 6 Abori gi nes Resting by a Camp Fire near the Mout hAustfaliaf he Hunter Rivero
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179771 Lieutenant John Shortland was the first European to
explore the area now know as Newcastle
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17981 Convicts were sent to mine coal
Water was drawn from wells and collected in rainwater tanks

€.1818 Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales



Newcastlé East School - circa 1880

181617 Newcastle East Public School was built and is the oldest
public school in Australia
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dumped in backyard pits



By 18701 Run-off from the cemetery at Christ Church Cathedral
contaminated the ground water, adding to the spread of disease



